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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

3. Claims t are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hori et 
al. (US 6,31 0,761 ) in view of JP 2000-058378('378). 

Hori et al. disclose a dielectric ceramic composition represented by 100 
(Ba) m Ti0 3 + aMnO + bCuO + cSi0 2 +dRe 2 0 3 wherein coefficients 100, m, a, b, c, d 
each represent molar amount; Re represents at least one element Y, Sm, Eu, Gd, Tb, 
Dy, Ho, Er, Tm, and Yb and wherein 0.990 < m £ 1 .030 a = 1 .0, b = 2.0, c = 5.0, d = 3.0 
(see abstract and Table 5). 

Hori et al. disclose the claimed invention except for the main component 
comprises (Bai-xCa x )mTiC>3 wherein 0.04 < x < 0.20. 
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'378 teaches the use of a ceramic main component comprising (Bai. x Ca x )mTi03 
wherein 0.04 < x < 0.20. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use a main component of (Bai. x Ca x )mTi0 3 in the ceramic 
material of Hori et al., since such a modification would form a ceramic composition 
having high insulating resistance, and anti reduction property. 

Regarding claim 2, the modified Hori et al. disclose in fig. 1 , a laminated ceramic 
capacitor comprising a plurality of laminated dielectric ceramic layers (2a-2b); at least 
two internal electrodes, each being disposed between a different pair of adjacent 
dielectric ceramic layers; and at least two external electrodes (5-7) each of which is 
electrically connected to a different internal electrode, wherein the dielectric ceramic 
layers comprise the dielectric of claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 3, the modified Hori et al. disclose each of the internal 
electrodes comprises nickel. 

Regarding claim 4, the modified Hori et al. disclose 0.992 < m < 1.027, 0.042 < a 
< 4.8, 0.055 < b < 4.7, 0.25 < c < 7.8, and 0.055 < d < 2.45, and ('378) 0.042 < x < 0.19. 

Regarding claim 5, the modified Hori et al. disclose 1 .001 < m < 1 .01 1 , 0.2 < a £ 
3.5, 0.1 < b < 2.5, 0.5 < c < 6, and .2 S d S 1.5, and ('378) 0.08 < x < 0.17. 

Regarding claim 6, the modified Hori et al. disclose m =1 .001 , a = 0.2, b = 0.4, c 
=2, and ('378) x = 0.08. 

Regarding claim 7, the modified Hori et al. disclose in fig. 1, a laminated ceramic 
capacitor comprising a plurality of laminated dielectric ceramic layers (2a-2b); at least 
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two internal electrodes, each being disposed between a different pair of adjacent 
dielectric ceramic layers; and at least two external electrodes (5-7) each of which is 
electrically connected to a different internal electrode, wherein the dielectric ceramic 
layers comprise the dielectric of claim 6. 

Regarding claim 8, the modified Hori et al. disclose each of the internal 
electrodes comprises nickel. 

Regarding claim 9, the modified Hori et al. disclose in fig. 1, a laminated ceramic 
capacitor comprising a plurality of laminated dielectric ceramic layers (2a-2b); at least 
two internal electrodes, each being disposed between a different pair of adjacent 
dielectric ceramic layers; and at least two external electrodes (5-7) each of which is 
electrically connected to a different internal electrode, wherein the dielectric ceramic 
layers comprise the dielectric of claim 5. 

Regarding claim 10, the modified Hori et al. disclose each of the internal 
electrodes comprises nickel. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the modified Hori et al. disclose in fig. 1 , a laminated 
ceramic capacitor comprising a plurality of laminated dielectric ceramic layers (2a-2b); 
at least two internal electrodes, each being disposed between a different pair of 
adjacent dielectric ceramic layers; and at least two external electrodes (5-7) each of 
which is electrically connected to a different internal electrode, wherein the dielectric 
ceramic layers comprise the dielectric of claim 4. 

Regarding claim 12, the modified Hori et al. disclose each of the internal 
electrodes comprises nickel. 
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Regarding claim 13, the modified Hori et al. disclose Re is at least 2 of said 
elements. 

Regarding claim 14, the modified Hori et al. disclose in fig. 1, a laminated 
ceramic capacitor comprising a plurality of laminated dielectric ceramic layers (2a-2b); 
at least two internal electrodes, each being disposed between a different pair of 
adjacent dielectric ceramic layers; and at least two external electrodes (5-7) each of 
which is electrically connected to a different internal electrode, wherein the dielectric 
ceramic layers comprise the dielectric of claim 13. 

Regarding claim 14, the modified Hori et al. disclose each of the internal 
electrodes comprises nickel. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric Thomas whose telephone number is 571-272-1985. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 6:30 AM - 3:45 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean Reichard can be reached on 571-272-1984. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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